
Organizations thanked
for fund-raising efforts
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen
knew that last year’s Combined
Federal Campaign would be
tough to top.

“Last year was an incredi-
ble year for CFC,” said Dod-
gen, commander of the Avia-
tion and Missile Command
and chairman of the Tennessee
Valley campaign. “In the after-
math of 9/11, our whole nation
was caught up in the spirit of
giving.”

But the area’s federal work-
ers came through again. They
contributed $1,828,018 as of
Dec. 2, exceeding last year’s
total by $877 and this year’s

$1.6 million goal. Collections
continue until Dec. 31.

“This year we have exceeded
the incredible year we had last
year,” Dodgen said at the CFC
awards ceremony Dec. 3 in Bob
Jones Auditorium.

Organizations and individu-
als received awards for their
fund-raising efforts. Gay Money
again served as chairman of the
Local Federal Coordinating
Committee.

“We have had another won-
derful year thanks to all of you
and all of your people,” she told
the audience.

Jim Flinn, deputy to the com-
manding general, delivered a
final prayer. “Lord, we thank
you for the blessings of
resources because we had the
opportunity to give to those less
fortunate from the bounty you
have provided to us,” he said.
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Don Gardner of Precision Fires 
recognized by local community

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

Don Gardner suffered his first broken
bone when he was only a few weeks old, an
unfortunate side effect of the bone disease
Osteogenesis Imperfecta. Since then, he’s
had about 25 major fractures, not counting
broken ribs, but like the Energizer bunny,
he just keeps going and going and going.

“He had a big setback in January when
he broke his hip,” Steve Mitchell, Gard-
ner’s boss at the Precision Fires Rocket and
Missile Systems Project Office, said.
“Most people would have just left the job
but not Don. Instead of giving up, he want-
ed to keep working so we set him up with
the capabilities to work from home. 

“He did all the daily activities, every-
thing we were doing here,” Mitchell said.
“He worked late hours and just kept going.
He never missed a lick. It was incredible
and everyone knew it.”

Such admiration led Mitchell to nomi-
nate Gardner for an employee of the year
award presented by the Huntsville Area
Committee on Employment of People with
Disabilities which is affiliated with the
Alabama Governor’s Committee on
Employment of People with Disabilities.

Gardner was one of five to receive the
award at a luncheon at the Huntsville
Hilton Oct. 1.

“It was very encouraging that the people
I work with would nominate me — to have
the respect of my co-workers,” Gardner

said. “It makes you feel like maybe you’re
doing something right. But it’s also hum-
bling. There are a lot of people who
deserve awards but just don’t fall into a

See Honoree on page 9

Honoree won’t use disability as crutch

Combined Federal Campaign tops last year’s outpouring

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
ON THE GO— Don Gardner, an industrial engineer at Precision Fires Rocket and
Missile Systems Project Office, was named Employee of the Year by the Huntsville
Area Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities at a luncheon Oct. 1.

Photo by Skip Vaughn
OH MY GOSH— Gay Money, chairman of the Local Federal
Coordinating Committee, reacts to her caricature presented
by loaned executive Bob Salinas of Logistics Support Activ-
ity during the Combined Federal Campaign awards ceremo-
ny Dec. 3. The watercolor was by Jack Carter of LOGSA.
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal,
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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Letters to the editor

The Redstone Rocket staff will cele-
brate the holidays by taking a two-week
break Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. After the Dec.

18 publication, our first issue next year is
Jan. 8.  We hope you enjoy the upcoming
holiday season. 

Are you spending more 
or less on your holiday 
shopping this year?

By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

On Dec. 16, 1998, the chief of staff
of the Army and sergeant major
of the Army proclaimed Dec. 16

as “Army Family Team Building Day”
at a Pentagon ceremony. The purpose of

Army Family Team Building Day is to
celebrate AFTB success and recognize
the dedication and achievements of the 

See Family on page 3

The Community Projects Commit-
tee of the American Society of
Military Comptrollers wants to

thank everyone for their efforts in our
committee’s project in collecting items
for the care packages to our local sol-
diers in Afghanistan. Several people
were instrumental in notifying people of
our need, collecting, sorting and boxing
donated items, helping load several cars
and vans of donated items, taking boxes

to the post office plus collecting money
to help with the shipping of more than
100 boxes. As chairperson of the Com-
munity Projects Committee, I wanted to
thank everyone for their efforts during
this great undertaking.

Theresa McBride
ASMC chairperson,
Community Projects Committee
Redstone/Huntsville Chapter

This is a very overdue thank you
that I owe to the Fire Department
on Vincent and Rideout Road and

the Provost Marshal Office. My son,
Joey, turned 4 this past September, and
wanted a Rescue Hero birthday party. I
contacted the fire station on Rideout
Road and they donated many goodies for
the children attending my son’s party. 
On the day of Joey’s party my husband
called the Provost Marshal Office to see
if he could get a patrol to come to our
house and talk a little about safety and
allow the children the opportunity to see
inside a police vehicle. Officer Mackk
arrived with lights on and sirens going,
the children were so excited to see a real
“rescue hero.” Soon after the officers
arrival, we heard the sound of more
sirens and a loud horn; up came the fire
truck from Vincent Road. The fireman

approached my son and presented him
with a bright yellow Hot Wheels fire
truck as a gift. Not only did the fireman
and woman get down on the children’s
level, but they squirted the fire cannon
and took the children for a ride in the
truck around the block. That night my
son was so excited about meeting real
“rescue heroes,” he went to bed with the
same smile on his face that he had worn
all day. 

So here is my way overdue thank you
to the fire station on Rideout and Vincent
Road and to the Provost Marshal Office
and especially Officer Mackk. You are
all true heroes! Thank you for what you
do everyday, not just on my son’s special
day — you are all extraordinary men and
women! Thank you very much.

Tracy Silvia

Two soldiers from the A Company,
2nd Battalion, 187th Infantry Reg-
iment of the 101st Airborne Divi-

sion (Air Assault), Cpl. Jason Fisher, 27,
and PFC Joseph Favorito III, 20, were

killed when they were run over by a 63-
ton, M-1 Abrams tank while participat-
ing in urban assault exercises at the 

See Condolences on page 12

What would you like for Christmas?
“I could remember being a kid and

during Christmas time having my list
already ready for Santa next to some
cookies and milk waiting while he
brought my gifts I waited all year for,”
PFC Emilia Ortiz of Charlie Company
wrote. “But it wasn’t until 1993 when I
knew that things would never be the same
from that year or any holiday season,
because it was earlier that year that I lost
my mother at the age of 38.

“Now nine years later I’ve come to
terms with her being gone and know that
she would’ve wanted me to continue
being joyful during this time of year. So
with time I’ve learned to enjoy the holi-
day season. So this Christmas all I want is

to hope and pray that our country stays
strong and always free, so we can contin-
ue to appreciate our loved ones and this
life we live.

“Tomorrow isn’t promised to us, so
every day should feel like Christmas in
our hearts. I will always hope that the tra-
ditional theme of Christmas always will
be a factor in a child’s life, so that Santa
never goes a year without enjoying the
smiles of all who grew up waiting for him
to arrive to their homes.

“Happy holidays to the soldiers all
over the world!”

Respond to this month’s “Rocket rum-
blings” question, in 50 words or less, by fax
955-9138 or e-mail: skip.vaughn@red-
stone.army.mil.

Redstone Rocket has holiday break

Rocket rumblings: Your holiday wishes?

An open lane random survey

Jan Pickard, supply
system analyst

“I’ll probably be
spending the same as I
normally do. Well,
probably.”

Kevin Rodrigues, supply
system analyst

“Well, my wife does
the spending and I’m sure
she’s spending at least as
much as she did last year
if not more.”

Sgt. Robert Stubbs

“I’ll spend about the
same — not worried
about the economy at
all.”

Sgt. John Maynard

“Probably less. I’ll be a
little more conservative
in the selection of the
items that I’ll be pur-
chasing.”

Caring community responds for soldiers Firemen, police are son’s heroes

Army Family Team Building Day set

Condolences to fallen Screaming Eagles







































D
ec

em
be

r 
11

, 2
00

2 
  T

he
 R

ed
st

on
e 

R
oc

ke
t 

   
P

ag
e 

22


